L A K E H E A D   U N I V E R S I T Y

MEMORANDUM

TO:
Students in Advanced Seminar on

                        DATE:  September 2007

Selected Sociological Topics


Topic:  “Sociology of Everyday Life”


(Sociology 4103 YA)  Fall/Winter 2007/2008
FROM:
R.W. Nelsen, Professor

Department of Sociology

SUBJECT:
TEXTS (AVAILABLE AT LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY BOOKSTORE), A NOTE ON COURSE CONTENT, AND EVALUATION (GRADING) OF STUDENTS.
Textbooks (Available at Lakehead University)

Following are the books to be read in this course:

1.
Danny Gilbert, Stumbling on Happiness.  New York/Toronto:  Vintage Canada (Random House), 2006.
2.
Randle W. Nelsen, Fun & Games & Higher Education:  The Lonely Crowd Revisited.  Toronto:  Between the Lines, 2007.

3.
Hal Niedzviecki, Hello, I'm Special.  Toronto:  Penguin Canada, 2004.
4.
Ronald Wright, A Short History of Progress.  Toronto:  Anansi, 2004.

It is likely that at least one book will be added as this course unfolds.
A Note on Course Content
It is next to impossible (certainly it is impractical) to list and cover the myriad subject matter falling under this course title.  Literally every activity that human beings engage in while living their everyday/everynight lives is a possible focal point in our sociological studies.  I shall (we shall) expand upon this when we meet as a class for the first time.  Also, students should be advised that the four-book list I have assigned as reading may be added to as this course progresses and our research and writing interests become more clear.
Evaluation (Grading)
Student final marks will be based in large part on an evaluation of projects (presented both verbally and in written form) as well as evaluations of weekly seminar contributions.  (Please Note:  This is an advanced, seminar course.  If you desire a lecture format and consequently, do not wish to participate actively in class sessions, then please do us both a favour and find another course in which to enrol.  Thanks.)  Exact marking percentages as portions of the final mark, more on evaluation procedures, and any other relevant information we shall discuss as a group on the first day of class, Monday, September 10, 2007.
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 R.W. Nelsen.

